Sunset Table Tennis Club 

History, Information and Programs 
Welcome to Sunset Table Tennis Club (STTC) at St. Johns School, 925 Chenery St., San Francisco, CA, a not-for-profit, Plan Administered club (Not 501c tax exempt). We are players of all ages, parents of aspiring kids, recreational and serious players not just from San Francisco and the Bay Area but around the world. 

Table tennis has grown in demand in the last 20 years in the Bay Area due to changing demographics. Asians and Europeans, who consider table tennis a sport, constitute a large population and continue to increase. Especially since the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991, immigration from East European countries and China’s more open door policy. Yet in San Francisco, the sport struggles to grow due to extremely limited facilities and if it is available, the cost is prohibitive for a full fledged dedicated club so none exist. Facilities that offer table tennis are located in church basements, some city recreation centers and schools, are very limited in available  time and equipment and most do not offer coaching programs. 

We started in a neighborhood recreation center, but grew and survived for more than 23 years as an affiliated club of USTTA, since 1988. Our operating time is still limited but offer coaching programs with proven track record with students attaining many local, regional and national titles from a humble community center beginning with just two tables.  

Direction
The club’s programs, philosophy and constitution that governs it, are focused on giving players from our community the opportunity to have open play, club league play and options to receive professional coaching at affordable cost. Our rules are basic and simple; keeping safe and orderly environment for playing and training. 
For those who become members of STTC, this is a year round, twice a week, four to five-hour sessions, committed to a long-term development and relationship. It includes on the court training, 24/7 communication, counseling and participating in local to international tournaments. Coaching students in *local events, discounts on special events, free club shirts and potential club sponsorship are included in the membership.
(*When we attend local events and tournaments as a club within driving distance that does not require hotel stays, there is no additional fee for coaching students. For regional and national events when hotel and travel expenses are involved, students are asked to share only the coach(s) travel expenses with other students; there is no extra coaching fees.) 
Schedules, Hours and Programs
We are open only on Saturdays and Sundays because St. Johns School, who we rent the gym from, has their programs during the week nights and sometimes on Saturdays. Because of this, and sometimes we are closed due to us going to tournaments as a club, our schedule changes month to month. So check the web or blog site or contact me before coming. http://sunsetttc.blogspot.com. www.sunset-ttc.com. E-mail tj2100@earthlink.net. 
Phone 415 235-5560

Club Location: St. Johns School gym, 925 Chenery St., SF CA 94131. Cross St. is Burnside. 

Direction:  there is a gated iron fence on Chenery St. Drive through the gate; plenty of parking space and you will see the entrance to the gym.

Saturdays: 2:30-7:30pm for Open Play, Drop-in Group Coaching, Private Coaching and Membership Coaching.
Sundays: 1:00-3:30pm for Open Play, Drop-in Group Coaching, Private Coaching and Membership Coaching. 3:30-6:00pm Club League.

Private and Other Coaching: by appointment (See below).

Fees
Open Play: $8 for adults, $6 for juniors. You and your partner (if you didn’t come with a partner, we will try to find you one) are assigned a table and can play as long as you like unless the club gets crowded. If the club is crowded, you will be asked to take a break for about 20 minutes and you will be rotated back on the table. If you come on Sundays, the fee also covers for the Club League if you decide to participate. In order to play in the League, you must come before 3:00 or call-in and be here by 3:30.
Drop-in Group Coaching: $40 on Saturdays. The player is partnered and given specific drills to work on with others in the group. This is normally for experienced players who have been evaluated. On Sundays, the fee is $30. League fee is also covered with this.

Private Coaching: $50 per hour by appointment at STTC. League fee is covered on Sundays.
Private Coaching, House Calls: $50 per hour, minimum 2 hours plus travel fee; $20 travel fee within SF city limits. Travel fee outside SF city limits; $40 per hour round trip (Driving time). 

Corporate, Company, Camps and Special Groups Coaching: contact Masaaki Tajima, 415 235-5560 or tj2100@earthlink.net for details.

All coaching is directed by Masaaki Tajima, USATT certified National Level Coach and John Springer, USATT certified State Level Coach.

Membership Program: $100 per month on a retainer basis; this is a flat monthly fee (or $1100 per year). This program is for those who are committed for the long-term. The fee remains the same regardless of number of times member is able to come or if the club is open (Some exceptions). This includes all coaching and league activities on Saturdays and Sundays and coaching at tournaments. Other coaching activities such as camps and specialized coaching when other coaches or players are hired to assist are extra. 
Membership Family Rate: monthly fee for 3-player family; $220. 4-player family; $300. 5-player; family $340.
Coaching Details: typically, on Saturdays, students are partnered and go though the *warming-up process which usually takes about one hour. Then each player in the group are given specific drills to work on. Time permitting; players also are rotated with a coach(s) to work on specific drills. On Sundays, group and individual coaching is about two hours, then the club league start at 3:30pm.
*All new students after orientation and evaluation, are shown our warming-up procedure. This is a series of drill that are designed to teach basic fundamentals, leading up to real match situations, and to have structure in their training routine. This warming-up procedure is done by all level of players, from beginners to top level players.
For complete beginners, beginners who never had formal training, older players with bad habits and or have physical issues, should first take private coaching session to get full evaluation and assessment, understand what is involved and what to expect, aside from learning technical skills.
Sunday Club League
The league was started for the coach to evaluate STTC students in a competitive setting, if and how they are using new skills and tactics they are learning. The league is open to all who wants to play. Awards and prizes are given at end of each season for players with the best won/lost records and most improved.
The players are grouped into 5-7 man round-robins based on their rating and previous record. The winner(s) of each group, with the best won/lost record, gets to advance to the next higher group if the player comes on the following week. The player(s) with the worst won/lost record gets dropped to the next lower group.  
If the player is new and or doesn’t have an established USATT or club rating, the player is given an estimated rating and seeded in the appropriate group and given a *club rating after the league results. 
If you plan to play in the league, please come or call-in before 3:00pm; league starts at 3:30.
*If you don’t have a USATT rating already and plan to enter a USATT sanctioned event, you will not be able to advance from preliminary round even if you win unless you get a club rating from a certified USATT National Level Coach (You can use STTC club or league rating for this purpose).
